
Notching and Hole Boring
Information Sheet

Studs

Joists/rafters Bearing Both Non-
bearing

Nominal Actual d/6 d/4 d/3 0.25w 0.40w 0.60w

4” 3-1/2 5/8 7/8 1-1/8 7/8 1-3/8 2-1/8

6” 5-1/2 7/8 1-3/8 1-7/8 1-3/8 2-1/4 3-1/4

8” 7-1/4 1-1/4 1-7/8 2-3/8 1-7/8 2-7/8 4-3/8

10” 9-1/4 1-1/2 2-3/8 3-1/8

12” 11-1/4 1-7/8 2-7/8 3-3/4

14” 13-1/4 2-1/4 3-3/8 4-3/8

Allowable notch and bored hole dimensions

JOIST/
RAFTER
DEPTH

2" MINIMUM
No notches, drilled holes
or slots in this area

COMBINED ALLOWABLE
NOTCH/DRILLED HOLE
A1 (d/12) and A2 (d/12) combined are 
one sixth joist/rafter depth (d/6)

MAXIMUM 
NOTCH 
AT JOIST END
One fourth joist/
rafter depth (d/4)
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General notes:

1. Holes, notches and slots are not to be located adjacent
to unsound or loose knots.

2. Preferred location of notch is at top of member.
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